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Mansfield - In the United States, autism is becoming one of the most prevalent disorders facing our 
nation’s youth. One man who is putting up a fight for this cause is Mansfield resident Marc Turgeon who 
will run the 112th Boston Marathon Monday, April 21 to increase autism awareness.  

Turgeon’s son, Alec, suffers from PDD-NOS (Pervasive Developmental Disorder-Not Otherwise 
Specified), which is on the autism spectrum. 

“Now 3 1/2 years old, Alec’s progress has been tremendous thanks to programs such as Early 
Intervention and the LADDERS program,” Marc’s wife, Tracey said. 

Dorry Brown, director of the group language therapy program at Robbins Speech, Language and Hearing 
Center at Emerson College, has also played a major role in Alec’s treatment, Turgeon said. 

Part of Massachusetts General Hospital, Learning and Developmental Disabilities Evaluation & 
Rehabilitation Services (LADDERS) is a clinic designed to provide services in the evaluation and 
treatment of children and adults with autism. 

“They’re really great people there,” Turgeon said of the clinic. “They do a lot for a lot of families.” 

In his second consecutive year running for the Friends of LADDERS Marathon Team, Turgeon has 
already raised $6,000, far exceeding his goal of $5,000. 

“Last year I raised just under $8,000 which included a grant of $1,000 from my company (the Genzyme 
Corporation),” Turgeon said. “The rest I raised from family, friends, and co-workers.” 

Although this is only his second year running for LADDERS, Turgeon is no stranger to the Boston 
Marathon. 

In 2004 and 2005, he ran as a member of the Dana-Farber Marathon Team to raise money for cancer 
research. 

“Before when I ran for Dana Farber, I raised money so I could run the marathon,” Turgeon said. “Now 
it’s something more personal, the emphasis has shifted.” 

To make an online donation to the LADDERS program, go to www.firstgiving.com/marcturgeon. To 
donate by check, please make the check payable to Friends of LADDERS and mail to 61 Elyse Road, 
Mansfield, MA 02048. To learn more about the LADDERS program, visit www.ladders.org. 



 


